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r .Tedd Ellis Theodore "Tedd" Ellis (born September 2, 1948) is an American rock
climber and founding member of the loose collective known as "The Free Solo
Collective" including rock climbers John Bachar, Chris Sharma, Steve Roper,
Mitch Greenfield and Joe Quarrington. He has made numerous first ascents,
including the first multi-pitch ascents of several of the hardest big wall climbs. In
the summer of 2016 he made the first of only two solo ascents of the 3,000-foot
air-to-ground the Muley Moloch Route on the Torres del Paine in the Patagonian
Andes. In 2012 he made his first two free solo ascents of El Capitan. Ellis is the
author of The Crucial Moment, a book about his first free solo of Half Dome, his
initiation into the world of rock climbing. Ellis's partner on many of his climbs is
the legendary Austrian climber Egon von Pein. Together, they have pioneered
some of the hardest big-wall routes in the world. History Ellis grew up in Phoenix,
Arizona, where he developed a fascination with bouldering and began leading
gymshark adventures. However, he started climbing the sandstone cliffs of the
Grand Canyon in the late 1970s. In 1980, he was introduced to his first climb, the
"Mesa Verde" (Icelandic Test), which convinced him to pursue climbing as a sport
and profession. He first climbed in Piedmont, California, and then moved to Las
Vegas in 1985 to work at the MGM Grand. In the fall of 1988, Ellis moved to São
Paulo, Brazil. He has been climbing in the Bolivian Andes since. In 1992, he set
out on a solo expedition of the north face of Cotopaxi, the highest active volcano
in South America, at 17,349 ft (5,252 m), and reached the top after 26 days,
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