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FreeFall Tournament: Facing growing threats from the outside world, you and your friends have. to
know, that at time when we got a phone call from a friend of ours, telling us about his father's death,
I sat down with my friend and I said, "Is there any way that we can help your father's wife out?" I
looked in my bank account and I said, "This is going to help a lot." So, I sent in three checks for her,
and the next day I got an e-mail back and I said, "You are not going to believe this." The person
wrote, "Oh, that's fantastic, you know what, I don't know what to say but thank you very much."
(Interviewee 3)" Moving beyond one's own senses and perceptions is difficult. When a terminal
cancer diagnosis poses such a bleak reality, death is in the present. Some caregivers have even had
to learn to live with such a diagnosis, or to face it when it happens. People who are grieving this loss
can know that the caregiver is there even if the caregiver does not stay with them every day. Other
family members and friends, even friends that have been there for them in the past, take care of
them. This may be a new role to most people, as they tend to have spent very little time with a dying
person. Yet, many of those who care for them are familiar with the passing of a loved one, and find
comfort in their presence. During the interviews, we asked about caregivers' understanding of what
had happened. This was partly to understand the grief process of the caregivers more fully, but it
also led us to think about what we could do in this situation. For example, one of the caregivers
talked about the difficulty he and his wife have had in telling their friends and family members about
what happened to their mother. He said: "We don't like to talk about it because then we think about
it even more. But we have had people call us up and say, "I am sorry that you are going through this
and I want you to know that we are thinking about you." We have friends who feel like they lost a
part of their family because of what happened. We have people who feel like they lost their family
member. Sometimes we are stunned to hear that because we thought we were better equipped to
handle
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