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Container Jitters and sadness detected in human infants: are they cries? There is a paucity of studies

that have actually observed the types of vocalizations (i.e., inflections) that infants produce.
Therefore, the present study was designed to ascertain whether human infants produce specific

subsets of vocalizations and to what extent they discriminate between the different subsets. Thirty-
four first-time mothers and their infants were observed at 6, 8, and 9 months of age. All sounds were
recorded from them using a sound acquisition system. A total of 1,321 vocalizations were recorded.

The infant's affect was also assessed at the same times using the Infant Behavior Questionnaire.
Results revealed that infants produced at least seven different subsets of sounds, including high-

frequency, low-frequency, and infant-directed vocalizations. The use of maternal vocalizations was
also observed. There were no significant differences between the three modes of infant-directed
vocalizations with regard to mothers' ratings of affect. However, the frequency of infant-directed

versus neutral speech was associated with a greater change in negative affect for mothers of older
infants. The vocalizations were also found to be shared among the infants. Finally, no direct

relationship was detected between the mother's experience in maternal and infant vocalizations and
the infants' affect at 8 and 9 months of age.%YAML 1.1 %TAG!u! tag:unity3d.com,2011: ---!u!11
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