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software, and at the.In the past, it was very difficult to obtain high purity silver for use in making
electrical conductor and other commercial products. The bulk of the bulk silver produced from the
silver-bearing ore deposits came from elemental silver, that is, as the ore deposits contained the
silver, there was no carbon with which to alloy the silver. However, when silver bearing ore is
smelted and electrolytically refined, there are many impurities which inherently form in the
electrolytic process, and which are coated on the surfaces of the silver particles. As a result, it is now
possible to obtain silver having less than 1 part per million of carbon. It has also been known that
silver can be coated on a carbonaceous carrier. However, the art has recognized that the silver-
coated carrier is unsatisfactory in that the carrier has a relatively short life. Accordingly, the art has
not recognized that a silver-coated carrier having a long life can be prepared by precipitating silver
from the surface of a carbonaceous material. It is also known in the art that silver and/or gold can be
precipitated from silver nitrate, silver chloride, and other silver containing solutions. Typically, gold
chloride and silver chloride solutions are used because the gold precipitate is easily separable from
the mother liquor. It was also discovered that copper is a significant inhibitor to the deposition of the
silver on the carbonaceous material. Accordingly, it has been the practice of the art that a copper
compound is added to the solution containing the carbonaceous material and the silver ions in order
to prevent the deposition of copper on the carrier. However, the practice of the art has been less
than completely satisfactory. The current known process for forming silver-carbon carrier is
comprised of the steps of: a) providing a solution of a silver bearing ore, b) precipitating silver from
the solution of step (a), ¢) recovering silver from the mother liquor of step (b), d) coating the silver
recovered from step (c) on a carbonaceous material, and e) recovering a product comprising silver
coated carbonaceous material. It is an object of the present invention to provide a method for
recovering copper from waste streams and utilizing the same in a process for the recovery of
precious metals from silver bearing ores. It is another object of the present invention to provide a
method for producing a silver-carbon carrier having e79caf774b
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