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community-based schools for children with a complex set of special educational needs: a review of
the evidence. The special educational needs of children with a disability are of increasing importance
as the focus of education policy has shifted from standardised to inclusive approaches. Despite the
introduction of the Individualised Education Plan (IEP) in the UK in 2004, it has been reported that, in
many cases, the process of assessing special educational needs is insufficient. The Children's Society
has identified community-based schools as an ideal setting for the education of children with more
complex learning needs because they are designed to meet the needs of all children across a
spectrum of ability and disability and include social inclusion and mental health services. It has been
claimed that children with very complex needs are disadvantaged by the lack of such settings in
mainstream schooling. To provide an up-to-date appraisal of the evidence for the effectiveness of
community-based schools for children with complex special educational needs, and identify the key
areas in which research is required. The literature was accessed via a systematic search of the
electronic databases: Medline, PsycInfo, Education Source and Education Resources Information
Center, in addition to the search engines Google, Yahoo and Delphi. Only studies with an up-to-date
appraisal were included. Due to the very large literature on the effectiveness of community-based
schools, the inclusion criteria were broad. There was only limited evidence to support the conclusion
that community-based schools are effective in meeting the needs of children with complex special
educational needs. This was largely because most studies were of insufficient power to demonstrate
this. The evidence in support of the success of such schools was limited. The studies that did
demonstrate this success were generally a result of the specific conditions of the community-based
schools under study. In particular, the community-based schools were either created to suit the
needs of the children and their families, or had a narrow inclusion criterion. Furthermore, the studies
that showed improved outcomes were conducted in settings where children with specific needs were
included within the standard cohort of children from mainstream schools and were not necessarily at
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