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and normal children in a school population. A retrospective study was undertaken to determine the extent of dental caries among

mentally retarded and normal school children. The school records were examined for data of decayed, missed and filled teeth
(DMFT index) as well as for the DMFT index for two groups of children, one representing the total population and the other

representing only children attending the special school. In the total population, girls had slightly lower DMFT index scores than
boys (p less than 0.05), whereas in the special school group, girls had considerably higher DMFT index scores than boys (p less
than 0.01). The total population and the special school group had higher DMFT index scores for decayed teeth (DT) (p less than

0.001), decayed teeth excluding restorations (DFRT) (p less than 0.001) and DMFT (p less than 0.001). Moreover, the
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